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The California Department of Parks and Recreation has requested the National Park Service’s 
Office of International Affairs to consider the Watts Towers, a National Historic Landmark and a 

State Historic Park, for inclusion on the United States Tentative List as the first step in the 
process of formally asking the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) World Heritage Committee to recognize the Outstanding Universal Value of this 
potential World Heritage site. 

 
The Watts Towers are a monumental mosaic-covered architectural sculpture of reinforced 

cement spires rising almost one hundred feet from a foundation of only fourteen inches. They 
were built over the course of thirty years by Sabato (a.k.a. “Sam” and “Simon”) Rodia, an 

immigrant Italian mason and tile-setter, working alone in his spare time. Once scheduled for 
demolition by the City of Los Angeles Building Department, Rodia's towers survived the ordeal 



to become a symbol of freedom and initiative for the Watts community where they stand and are 
now recognized throughout the world as an extraordinary creative achievement. The late 

architect and inventor R. Buckminster Fuller hailed Rodia’s engineering for its embodiment of 
“the beauty of nature... in its principles.” 

 
The Cultural Resources Division (CRD) of California State Parks submitted the Tentative List 
form for the Watts Towers to the National Park Service on April 29, 2016. In the letter, State 
Parks made the case that the property meets the requirements for authenticity, integrity, legal 
protection and management that the World Heritage Convention needs for consideration of 

potential properties. 
 

Those working closely with State Parks’ CRD Chief Leslie Hartzell to submit the 
request letter were Watts Towers UNESCO candidacy initiator and independent 

scholar Luisa Del Giudice, Ph.D.; Watts Towers Arts Center Campus Director Rosie 
Lee Hooks; Jo Farb Hernandez, Director of Saving and Preserving Arts and Cultural 

Environments (SPACES); Edward Landler, Towers documentary filmmaker and 
board member of the Watts Towers Community Action Council and Friends of Watts 

Towers Arts Center; and Danielle Brazell, General Manager of the Los Angeles 
Cultural Affairs Department, administrator for the site. 

 
To celebrate this great step toward universal recognition of Rodia’s Towers, the staff 
of the Watts Towers Arts Center Campus of the Los Angeles Department of Cultural 

Affairs invites one and all to join them this year for their annual presentation of its 
two great cultural heritage festivals:  The 35th Annual Watts Towers Day of the Drum 
Festival on Saturday, September 24, and the 40th Annual Simon Rodia Watts Towers 

Jazz Festival on Sunday, September 25. 
 

For more information, see: http://www.wattstowers.org/events 
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