[image: image1.png]D

14317V VIAIN

ASV3I13d ALVIAINNI 404

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
City of Los Angeles

201 North Figueroa Street
Suite 1400

Los Angeles, CA goo12
TEL 213.202.5500

FAX 213.202.55T1

wes culturela.org





May 4, 2017
Media Contacts:  
Branimir Kvartuc / Office of Councilmember Buscaino / 213.248.7954
Will Caperton y Montoya / Department of Cultural Affairs / 213.202.5538

LANDMARK MURAL DESIGN
UNVEILED
FOR
WARNER GRAND THEATRE
SAN PEDRO - Tonight during a community presentation, Councilmember Joe Buscaino, the City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA), and artist Kent Yoshimura  unveiled the design for a 111 foot by 55 foot mural on the east side wall of the historic Warner Grand Theatre. The landmark mural will cement San Pedro as the arts and cultural destination of the South Bay, and will be visible all the way to the harbor. 
“This new mural at the Warner Grand Theatre is yet another example of San Pedro’s thriving arts scene,” said Councilmember Joe Buscaino. “Bringing a mural of this scale to San Pedro is a unique opportunity to create a new visual landmark.”
The Department of Cultural Affairs maintains a list of pre-qualified muralists who work with the City and initiated the process to select the artist and design for the space. DCA’s selection process for this project was to provide an honorarium to five artists to submit designs and to then comprise a panel of community members and professional local artists to evaluate the submissions and provide feedback prior to final selection. 
“We were so pleased with the artists’ submissions and the creative approaches to the mural,” said Danielle Brazell, DCA General Manager. “The feedback from the panel was valuable and greatly assisted in the selection of Kent Yoshimura’s inspired design.”
The mural was designed by Los Angeles artist Kent Yoshimura who grew up in 
San Pedro. Titled “The Song She Plays,” the mural will be painted over the summer on the east wall of the Warner Grand Theatre. 
“Growing up, art represented much more than simply aesthetics,” said Kent Yoshimura, who is currently is presenting his first solo exhibition at Jai & Jai Gallery in downtown Los Angeles until June 4, 2017. “To me, it was a platform where I could express myself both emotionally and publicly, and to be able to paint it on a theater that I have so many nostalgic ties to, and insight conversation, is really a dream come true.” 
About the City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA)
As a leading, progressive arts and cultural agency, DCA empowers Los Angeles’ vibrant communities by supporting and providing access to quality visual, literary, musical, performing, and educational arts programming; 
managing vital cultural centers; preserving historic sites; creating public art; 
and funding services provided by arts organizations and individual artists.
Formed in 1925, DCA promotes arts and culture as a way to ignite a 
powerful dialogue, engage LA’s residents and visitors, and ensure 
LA’s varied cultures are recognized, acknowledged, and experienced. 
DCA’s mission is to strengthen the quality of life in Los Angeles by 
stimulating and supporting arts and cultural activities, ensuring public 
access to the arts for residents and visitors alike.

DCA advances the social and economic impact of arts and culture through 
grant-making, public art, community arts, and strategic marketing and development. DCA creates and supports arts programming, maximizing relationships with other city agencies, artists, and arts and cultural 
nonprofit organizations to provide excellent service in neighborhoods 
throughout Los Angeles.

For more information, please visit culturela.org or follow us on Facebook 
at facebook.com/culturela; Instagram @culture_la; and Twitter @culture_la.
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