
PAFA names new museum director,
Brooke Davis Anderson
Written by Livingston Contributor on December 16, 2019

Brooke Davis Anderson, who has headed a triennial art extravaganza in New Orleans for the last four years

and has spent much of her career focused on so-called outsider art, has been named director at the

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, academy officials announced Thursday.

She fills a position that has been vacant since Harry Philbrick departed PAFA a little more than a year ago.

Anderson takes up her duties June 5.

In a statement, Anderson, 54, said PAFA was “deeply woven” into the fabric of this country and its art.

“PAFA is uniquely positioned to explore the ways in which artists illuminate the American experience and

the inventive approaches they employ to tell our shared stories, past, present, and future,” she said. “It is

such a singular opportunity.”

David Brigham, PAFA’s president and chief executive – and former museum director, who has been serving

as interim director since Philbrick‘s departure – said Anderson was an exciting leader who would “maintain

our focus on presenting aspects of American art that have not been fully explored.”

For one thing, Brigham said in a statement, Anderson wants to further strengthen PAFA‘s contemporary art

program to give “greater recognition to artists from diverse backgrounds.”

He said she would also “continue to build PAFA‘s outreach to the arts community, including student and

alumni artists, and underserved audiences.”
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Anderson has been head of Prospect New Orleans, an international exhibition first mounted in the wake of

Hurricane Katrina. Before that she served as deputy director of curatorial planning at the Los Angeles

County Museum of Art, overseeing the Watts Towers conservation and community collaboration projects.

She also worked to increase diversity of museum professionals in curatorial roles.

From 1999 to 2010, she was founding director and curator of the Contemporary Center at the American

Folk Art Museum in New York.

Anderson has also written widely on unschooled outsider artists, notably Martin Ramirez.
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Do you have a minute?…

Over the past year, the Inquirer, the Daily News and Philly have uncovered corruption in local and state

public offices, shed light on hidden and dangerous environmental risks, and deeply examined the region’s

growing heroin epidemic. This is indispensable journalism, brought to you by the largest, most experienced

newsroom in the region. Fact-based journalism of this caliber isn’t cheap. We need your support to keep our

talented reporters, editors and photographers holding government accountable, looking out for the public

interest, and separating fact from fiction. If you already subscribe, thank you. If not, please consider doing so

by clicking on the button below. Subscriptions can be home delivered in print, or digitally read on nearly any

mobile device or computer, and start as low as 25¢ per day.

We‘re thankful for your support in every way.

We encourage respectful comments but reserve the right to delete anything that doesn‘t contribute to an

engaging dialogue Help us moderate this thread by flagging comments that violate | Comment policy:

Philly comments are intended to be civil, friendly conversations. Please treat other participants with respect

and in a way that you would want to be treated. You are responsible for what you say. And please, stay on

topic. If you see an objectionable post, please report it to us using the “Report Abuse” option.

Please note that comments are monitored by Philly staff. We reserve the right at all times to remove any

information or materials that are unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, defamatory, obscene, vulgar,

pornographic, profane, indecent or otherwise objectionable. Personal attacks, especially on other

participants, are not permitted. We reserve the right to permanently block any user who violates these

terms and conditions.

Additionally comments that are long, have multiple paragraph breaks, include code, or include hyperlinks

may not be posted.
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