
north los angeles street / cam / coronel adobe and center of 1871 massacre: Memorial trunks, root benches, stony stumps, pavement timeline, and silvery tree, arranged along, under, and around existing California/Peruvian pepper trees schinus molle (immigrated from South America).

gathering space under and around banyan tree (ficus microcarpa) 
Náhpùhng Village, Toisan, Sze Yup, (那蓬村, 臺山, 四邑), 2018. Photograph by Sze Tsung Nicolás Leong

stone altars and bench under banyan tree (ficus microcarpa) 
Náhpùhng Village, Toisan, Sze Yup, (那蓬村, 臺山, 四邑), 2018. Photograph by Sze Tsung Nicolás Leong
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Precedent

Sze Yup (四邑) in Kwangtung (廣 東) is the region where the vast majority of early Asian immigrants to Amer-
ica’s Pacific coast immigrated from. Here, every village is guarded at the entrance by a majestic banyan, which 
embodies protective spirits and vital energy, or chi (氣); symbolizes life, resurrection, and survival; expresses a 
connection with the land; and provides a place of refuge. Beneath the broad canopy is a protected space—for 
praying, burning sticks and paper at stone altars beside roots; for celebrating, lighting firecrackers; and for gath-
ering under shade on benches, sharing news about relatives abroad.

Top: View south from Silvery Tree, showing Timeline arcs and Petrified Grove in distance.
Bottom: View of Remembering Circle, a gathering space, showing trunks for Ah Wing and Ah Cut, the first two victims.

View south toward trunks for Leong Quai, Ah Long, Dr. Chee Long ‘Gene’ Tong, Chang Wan, and 10 others lynched at Goller’s Wagon Shop and the wagon on Commercial Street. In the distance, a fallen trunk for the unidentified  
19-24 killed. Root benches with engraved text surround existing California/Peruvian pepper trees schinus molle (immigrated from South America).

View north toward trunks for Wah Sin Quai, Ah Long, Leong Quai, Ah Cut, Johnny Burrow, and Ah Wing. Remembering Circle, information stump, and Silvery Tree are in the distance. Root benches with engraved text surround existing 
California/Peruvian pepper trees schinus molle (immigrated from South America).

Elevation looking west, from Los Angeles Street to Garnier Building

N

Site Plan (scale 1/8” = 1’-0”)

‘A young Silvery Tree—as a beacon of growth and hope—in a 
grove of trunks, roots, stumps, trees, histories and memories.’

‘A Remembering Circle … for gathering, 
recollecting, recognizing, honoring …’

Existing California/Peruvian 
pepper trees schinus molle

Existing bronze plaques Trunks for the victims Root benches

Existing California/Peruvian pepper trees schinus molle (immigrated from South America)

Timeline arcs and events, etched in 
pavement and centered on Silvery Tree, 
echoing circle of Plaza

Petrified Grove

G A R N I E R  B U I L D I N G  / C H I N E S E  A M E R I CA N  M U S E U M

S E R E N I T Y  G A R D E N

LO S  A N G E L E S  ST R E E T

P L A Z A  F I R E H O U S ECA M  C O U R T YA R D

6:00pm
Policemen 
surround the 
Coronel Adobe, 
thinking the 
gunmen are 
still inside, not 
letting any 
residents out. 
A restless mob 
clamors for the 
Chinese men to 
be forced out.

6:15pm
Policemen take 
a few Chinese 
men to the 
jail to protect 
them from 
rioters. Ah 
Wing, a Pico 
House Hotel 
worker, is 
dragged from 
the entrance 
and hanged at 
Tomlinson’s 
Corral.

5:30pm
Gunfight 
erupts at the 
south end 
of Calle de 
los Negros 
between 
feuding 
tongs. Robert 
Thompson, a 
white ranch-
er, is shot in 
the crossfire 
and dies.

7:00pm
3 men are killed at the 
Coronel Adobe. Rioters 
climb onto the roof, ax 
through the top, and 
shoot inside. Ah Cut, 
liquor maker, is shot in 
the head and abdomen 
as he runs out. Johnny 
Burrow, laundryman, is 
shot in head while lying 
in his bunk. Wah Sin 
Quai, a resident of Calle 
de los Negros for 5 years, 
dies from 8 gunshot 
wounds to his abdomen 
and legs while hiding 
under a bunk.

9:00pm
6 men and 1 boy are hanged from 
the new awning at Goller’s Wag-
on Shop. Wan Foo (cook), Tong 
Won (cook and popular musician 
from San Francisco), and Ah Loo 
(a boy of 15, who comes to the US 
only 1 week earlier), are walking 
home from work when rioters 
seize and drag them through the 
streets with rope around necks. 
Then, 4 cooks are seized: Day Kee 
(from Sydney), Ah Waa (a Hong 
Kong native from Yokohama), 
Ho Hing (who comes to Los An-
geles only 2 weeks earlier), and 
Lo Hey (from San Francisco).

9:30pm
3 men are hanged from 
a wagon on Commercial 
Street. Ah Won (a cook 
for a family), Wing Chee 
(a cook in a Chinese 
establishment), and Wong 
Chin (storekeeper).
6 more men are killed but 
remain unidentified.

8:45pm
Dr. Chee Long ‘Gene’ Tong, 
the most popular Chinese 
physician, his wife Tong 
You, and their housemate 
Chang Wan are dragged 
from their apartment at 25 
Main Street near the Pico 
House Hotel.
At the same time, 4 more 
men are dragged to Tom-
linson’s Corral and hanged. 
Leong Quai (laundryman), 
Ah Long (cigar maker), 
then Dr. Tong and Chang 
Wan. Dr. Tong pleads for 
their lives in English and 
Spanish.

1565
Filipino 
sailors, 
Chamorro 
sailors 
(from the 
Northern 
Mariana 
Islands), 
Chinese boat 
craftsmen, 
and women, 
arrive in 
Mexico on 
the Manila 
galleons, 
settle in 
Acapulco, 
Mexico 
City, then 
elsewhere, 
and inte-
grate with 
Mexico’s 
Indians and 
mestizos.

1587
Luzonians, 
or Indios 
Luzones, 
from the 
Philippines 
arrive in 
Morro Bay, 
California.

1763
Filipino 
sailors begin 
establishing 
shrimping 
and fishing 
villages 
around New 
Orleans. 
Most desert 
Spanish ves-
sels, hide in 
the bayous 
and marsh-
es, live in 
homes they 
build on 
stilts above 
water, and 
marry into 
other ethnic 
groups 
such as the 
Cajuns and 
American 
Indians.

1773
Asian tea, 
cotton, 
silk, and 
porcelain are 
popular and 
widespread 
in the 
American 
colony. 
Many colo-
nial homes 
display 
ceramic 
wares and 
other objects 
from China. 
The tea 
dumped into 
Boston Har-
bor at the 
outset of the 
American 
Revolution 
is from Asia.

1775–83
At least 4 
Asian men 
serve in the 
American 
Revolution-
ary War. 
Two are in 
the Loyalist 
and British 
army. The 
two in the 
Patriot and 
Continental 
army are 
Charles 
Peters from 
Bengal 
and Chow 
Manderien 
(Chow 
Libei) from 
Canton.

1778
Sailors from 
South China 
aboard 
American 
and British 
ships begin 
arriving in 
Hawaii.

1781
Antonio 
Miranda 
Rodriguez, 
a Filipino 
man, is 
among the 
Spanish 
founders of 
Los Angeles, 
and is Los 
Angeles’s 
12th found-
ing father.

1790
Natural-
ization 
bill limits 
the right of 
naturalized 
citizenship 
to ‘free 
white 
persons.’

1815
A number of 
Asians live 
in Califor-
nia during 
Spanish 
rule. One 
was Ah 
Nam, the 
cook for 
Gov. Pablo 
Vicente 
de Sola in 
Monterey.

1802
The first 
sugar mill in 
Hawaii is 
established on 
Lāna‘i island 
by a man from 
South China, 
who is joined 
by other sugar 
manufactur-
ers from the 
Pearl River 
delta area of 
Kwangtung. 
These men 
include the 
Cantonese, 
Punti, Hakka, 
Tiuchow, and 
Hoklo (Hok-
kien) peoples, 
and they ini-
tiate the sugar 
industry in 
Hawaii with 
the consent and 
cooperation of 
the King and 
other Hawai-
ian chiefs.

1848
California Gold Rush 
attracts prospectors from 
Europe and Asia to San 
Francisco, a tent city 
without infrastructure or 
housing. With the sudden 
increase in population, 
pre-fabricated houses, 
with camphor-wood 
panels that interlock 
without the use of nails, 
are shipped from China. 
For Parrott’s Granite 
Block building, pre-cut 
granite blocks and 
stonemasons arrive from 
China. The stonemasons 
eventually go on strike 
for higher wages, and this 
earliest recorded strike by 
early Chinese immigrants 
is significant, showing 
their concern for equal 
pay for equal work. 

1861–65
In the American Civil 
War at least 340 Asian 
and Pacific Islander ser-
vicemen—from the US, 
Australia, China, Guam, 
Hawaii, India, Southeast 
Asia, Indonesia, Japan 
Malaysia, Mauritius, 
Myanmar, New Zea-
land, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Pakistan, Philip-
pines, Polynesia, Samoa, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Tahiti, Thailand, Tonga, 
and other unidentified 
islands and countries—
fight and die in the army 
and navy on the Union 
and Confederate sides. 
After the war many of 
these veterans are denied 
pensions and most are 
denied naturalized 
citizenship.

1852
20,026 
Cantonese 
immigrants 
arrive in 
San Fran-
cisco, a year 
of serious 
crop failure 
in South 
China (only 
2,716 arrive 
the previous 
year).

1864
First 
railroad 
workers 
from Can-
ton, 21 men, 
arrive in 
California 
to build the 
Central 
Pacific 
Railroad, 
the western 
portion 
of the US 
transcon-
tinental 
railroad.

1865–69
Up to 20,000 
Cantonese work on 
the railroad, com-
prising 90% of the 
workforce for much 
of the construction. 
Most are recruited 
from Canton, 
particularly the Sze 
Yup (四邑) region 
and its 4 districts: 
Toisan (台山),  
Hoiping (開平), 
Sunwui (新會) and 
Yanping (恩平).  
They are joined by 
African Americans, 
Irishmen, Native 
Americans, and 
Mormons. 

1871

october 24
 Los Angeles 
Chinese  
Massacre

1943
Chinese Ex-
clusion Act 
is repealed, 
but only 105 
Chinese are 
allowed to 
immigrate 
per year. 
Chinese 
immigrants 
are allowed 
to become 
naturalized 
citizens.

1965
Immigra-
tion and 
Nationality 
Act abolishes 
the 1921 
National 
Origins 
Quota sys-
tem, so that 
national 
origin is 
no longer a 
barrier to 
immigra-
tion.

1875
Page Act 
effectively 
blocks 
Chinese 
women from 
entering 
and stifles 
the ability 
of Chinese 
American 
men to start 
families in 
the US.

1882
Chinese 
Exclusion 
Act bans 
Chinese 
workers 
from 
entering 
the country 
and excludes 
Chinese 
immigrants 
from US 
citizenship.

1880–1901 
More than 200 
Chinese communities 
in US, mainly in the 
West—HI, AK, CA, 
OR, WA, NV, UT AZ, 
NM, CO, ID, WY, MT, 
TX, KA—are driven 
out through harrass-
ment, intimidation, 
arson, bombing, 
assault, and murder. 
The majority of 
expulsions are from 
California.

1885
White coal miners kill 28 
Chinese laborers in Rock 
Springs, WY.
Pasadena’s Chinatown is 
burned down, and more than 
100 residents are expelled.
Eureka, CA’s 480 Chinese res-
idents are forcibly expelled by 
a mob of 600 white residents. 
Chinatown is burned down.
Tacoma, WA’s 900 Chinese 
residents are forcibly expelled 
by 500 white men.  
Chinatown is burned down.

1886
Honolulu’s Chinatown 
is burned down, leaving 
8,000 homeless. 
Roundups of Chinese 
people in California 
peak, led by journalists, 
and business, civic,  
and union leaders.  
Anti-Chinese commit-
tees and associations 
gather at town halls, 
church picnics, dances, 
band concerts, and polit-
ical party meetings.

1887
7 white horse 
thieves massa-
cre 34 Chinese 
miners in Hells 
Canyon, Ore-
gon, mutilating 
their bodies 
before dumping 
them in the 
water. All of the 
murderers are 
acquitted by an 
all-white jury. 

1898
Supreme 
Court case 
US v. Wong 
Kim Ark 
establishes 
birthright 
citizenship.

1910
Angel Island 
Immigration 
Station opens in 
San Francisco 
Bay, the major 
port of entry 
for Asian im-
migrants. 60% 
are detained in 
a prison-like 
environment, 
as opposed to 
2% of European 
immigrants at 
Ellis Island.
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grand park / city jail:

In the aftermath, along a wall of the City Jail, lining up 
in 2 neat rows, lie the mangled bodies of 17 men (photo 
below). About 20 survivors, both men and women, huddle 
on the ground: some fled to the jail on their own, others 
escorted by rescuers.

Root benches under a newly planted coast live oak quercus  
agrifolia (native to Pacific coast of California).

broadway & 7th / gray’s vineyard:

Many escape the lynch mob by fleeing to the vineyards and  
orange groves on the city’s outskirts. Judge William H. Gray 
hides several men and women in the cellar of his vineyard.

Stump marker between two existing banyan trees ficus  
microcarpa (immigrated from Southeast Asia).

l.a. mall / fletcher bowron (mayor of japanese 
american internment) square /  
goller’s wagon shop and commercial street:

6 men and 1 boy are taken to the wagon shop, where John 
Goller commands the mob to release them. Goller is threatened 
with a cocked rifle and a huge carving knife, and watches in 
horror as all 7 are hanged from his awning.

Around the corner on Commercial Street several empty wagons 
are parked. A young lawyer tries to thwart the mob, but they 
shoot at him, then hang 3 men from one wagon.

Stump marker under two newly planted coast live oaks quercus 
agrifolia (native to Pacific coast of California). 

101 freeway wall:

Mural with significant people in Asian American history—Joseph Pierce, Wong Kim Ark, Mary Tape, Anna May Wong, Dr. Mabel Ping-Hua Lee, Vincent Chin—all embraced by the branches of  
a native coast live oak.

hall of justice / 
tomlinson’s corral and lumberyard: 

5 men, including Dr. Tong, are dragged with ropes around their 
necks, hoisted up at the gates, and hanged. In the aftermath, the 
owner of the corral and lumberyard, tiring of lynch mobs and 
morbid sightseers, tears down the gates.

The gates (shown in the photo below) were located along the 
front landscaping of the present-day Hall of Justice.

Emerging root marker under existing London plane trees 
platanus x acerifolia (hybrid of Oriental plane and American 
sycamore; immigrated from West Asia and Europe). 

north los angeles street / calle de los negros:

Calle de los Negros, or Negro Alley, an unpaved lane, is 
the main road through LA’s first Chinatown. Once an old 
Mexican neighborhood, it was named for its former residents, 
dark complexioned Californios. At the south end, a gunfight 
between feuding tongs kills a white rancher and triggers the 
mob violence.

The middle of Calle de los Negros was located approximately 
where the east sidewalk of North Los Angeles Street is  
situated today.

Stump marker next to existing banyan trees ficus microcarpa  
(immigrated from Southeast Asia). 

chung king road / new chinatown /  
relocated chinatown from union station /  
near the site where anna may wong planted  
a willow tree, 1938:

In honor of the actor and her birth name—Wong Liu Tsong,  
黃柳霜, meaning ‘yellow willow frost’—a willow tree is  
planted beside a wishing well by Paramount Studios. Years later, 
the well remains, but the willow is removed and replaced with a 
commercial building.

Root benches under newly planted coast live oak quercus  
agrifolia (native to Pacific coast of California).

north main street / pico house /  
dr. tong’s office and residence:

3 men, including Dr. Tong, are dragged from this area and 
hanged at the gates of the corral and lumberyard.

Stump marker under existing California/Peruvian pepper tree 
schinus molle (immigrated from South America).

union station /  
site of razing of second chinatown, 1933 /  
site of mexican repatriation, 1939:

In 1887, Calle de los Negros is razed, its adobes replaced 
with brick buildings, and the residents of the first Chinatown 
relocate a few blocks east, to the area of the current Union 
Station. This second Chinatown exists in this location until 
its demolition begins on 22 December 1933 for the new 
railway terminal. Union Station opens in 1939, during the 
Mexican Repatriation, participating in the deportation of 
up to 1.8 million residents of Mexican heritage, mostly US 
citizens by birth. Chinatown relocates again to its third and 
current location.

Stump marker—located where Chinatown’s Marchessault 
Street once ran—under existing coast live oaks quercus  
agrifolia (native to Pacific coast of California). 

Overlay of maps from 1876, 1888, and 1894 over present-day aerial view.
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fort moore pioneer monument / city cemetery:

The bodies at the jail yard are placed in coffins, loaded on a 
wagon, and carried in a procession of mourners to the City 
Cemetery on Fort Hill, where Fort Moore stood just two  
decades previously. In the southwest corner—set aside for 
paupers, lynching victims, and ‘Indians who died by violence’—
graves are already dug and the coffins are laid down temporarily 
until the remains could be sent to China.

Emerging root marker under existing ginkgo biloba trees  
(immigrated from East Asia). 

Below: View from Fort Hill, in 1875, of LA Plaza, Calle de los Negros, and, in 
the background, El Aliso, the ancient sycamore that once grew along the LA 
River. El Aliso was the center of the largest Tongva village, Yaanga, and served 
as a gathering place for village leaders across southern California. The enor-
mous tree was visible from great lengths: the Tongva calculated distances in 
relation to it, and faraway traders sought it as a landmark. As LA expanded, its 
massive branches were cut off in 1889 to accomodate a brewery. It eventually 
died in 1892, and its trunk was felled and sold for firewood in 1895.

lapl

lapl

huntington library

usc

usc national archives, alisa j. kim, bettmann archive

lapl, google
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